Tuberculosis transmission in a renal dialysis center--Nevada, 2003.
Among persons with chronic renal failure, infection with Mycobacterium tuberculosis is more likely to progress to tuberculosis (TB). Chronic renal failure is an immunocompromising condition associated with cutaneous anergy, which can result in a false-negative tuberculin skin test (TST) result. In 2003, a health-care worker (HCW) (i.e., a hemodialysis technician) in an outpatient renal dialysis center in Nevada became ill with pulmonary TB, exposing more than 400 patients and other employees. The HCW had a previous positive TST result but never received treatment for TB infection. This report summarizes the results of a contact investigation, which suggested that the HCW had transmitted M. tuberculosis to 29 patients and 13 employees. The findings underscore the need for TB screening and treatment of TB infection for all HCWs and patients at high risk.